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Le us e te on 
Hall reap, if we faint not. | | Sin 

T requires but little knowl of human 1 
Me, and of what paſſes daily under our; | 
obſervation in the moral Sers to diſcern 
the propriety * the — of in. ny text, and 
the propriety o ot a ing it to the preſent 
3 For ſach i is he — tendency of the 
mind to evil, with ſuch diff '18 bn in any 
meaſure corrected, and fo eaſily do we relapſe into 
it, that it is common to ſee. good reſolutions: 
4 almoſt as ſoon as they are made; good 
Plans laid afide, when they have been nearly 
I ht into execution; and 1 de- 
. „ in the very e their improvement 


| BESID EG, 


Co 


BxsIDEs, there is in man a great degree of leyi 
and inconſtancy, owing to the very flutuatingaof 
his views and affections, which is very unfavourable, 
both to that general conſiſtency of character, which 
he ought to preſerve, and to the ſteady purſuit of 
| any particular object; ſo that frequently his cha- 
racter and conduct are equally inexplicable, and not 
to be reduced to any certain determination. Hence 
ariſes that continual ſucceſſion of new attachments, 
which diverts the minds of many from ſettling uni- 
formly into any fixed habits and diſpoſitions. Each 
day has its favourite ſcheme; or, if any one object 
ſhould happily have influence enough to intereſt the 
heart more ſtrongly, and to engage its more per- 
manent affections, the ardour of defire excited 

nerally exhauſts itſelf in the firſt exertions; and, 
ty may have broken forth, even to a degree of 

nthufiaſm, whilſt under lively impreſſions of the 
advantages in view, it gradually decreaſes, as theſe - 
grow fainter, and at length quite dies away, when 
he not ky is worn off, and the benefits expeQted - 
have been Tong under conſideration, . © 
"SUCH, and ſo capricious, is the mind of man, 
and ſo hardly is it brought to purſue even its own 
deyices, with any degree of conſtancy! What 
wonder then if, in God's ways, the difficulty be 
increaſed, and it de ſti! more. wavering and un- 
ſteadfaſt ; fince, in order to follow them, it muſt 
turn from its own, and be habitually denying -its. 
natural propenſities. 23 F rw, 5 
"WERE it not for the reaſons above-mentioned, , 
and did not experience prove the depravity, as well 
as inconſtancy of man, the bad effects which theſe 

have upon the whole ſyſtem of his conduct, 2 
„ 5 & 
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the very formidable oppoſition which they male 
to his perſeverance in well-doing ; were it not, 1 
ſay, for theſe truths, it would ſeem to us almoſt an 
unneceſſary office to renew our application to you 
in this public manner, and to ſtand here, from 
year. to year, as advocates for theſe poor children. 
After the many evidences of your good diſpoſitions 
towards them, the repeated inſtances of your bene- 
ficence, and the.marks of approbation, with which 
you have invariably- regarded this inſtitution, to 


recommend it again to your ſupport and protection, 


might be thought little elſe, than to plead A cauſe, 
which you have already made your own, and, of 
which you are the profeſſed patrons. . Yet is there 
nothing in the preſent frame of your minds, which 
accords with the obſervations I have made? Your 
preſence, indeed, on this occaſion, ſeems tv indicate 
the continuance of your favourable diſpoſitions. 
But have they not loſt any of their ſtrength ? 
Is not their ardor at all abated? Are they far 
removed from a ſtate of cold indifference ? Per- 
haps ſome of you may be. inclined to with-hold 
your uſual bounty. The trifling ſum, which you 
contribute, may ſeem much to you, becauſe you 
keep not, ſufficiently, in view the important pur- 


poſes for which it is given: or, your faſhio 


expences may be ſo great, that you ſcarce know 
how to ſpare it: or, ſome new ſcheme of bene» 
volence may have ſupplanted this in your eſteem : 
or, poſſibly, you may have taken up ſome hally 
. prejudices againſt us, in which you find yourſelves 
willing to acquieſce, becauſe they may ſerve to 
8 with a pretext for caſting off the bur- 
den, of which you are now grown weary. Ah! 


—— — — — — 
. 


poſition to well-doing. 


1 25 1 


ah would 1 ſo much prevail, were there not, 


in moſt caſes, a readineſs to entertain them — It 


would be impoſſible to enumerate all the motives, 
which may operate in your breaſts to the diſadyan- 
tage of this Charity. You will do well to ſuſpect 
them, and to confider, whether your objections do 


not proceed from ſomething wrong in yourſelves, 


r than in it. : 
_ Ornzrs of you, perhaps, tho” reſolved to con- 
tinue your contributions, may feel yourſelves diſ- 


para to leflen them. You may think, that you 


ve engaged too far in the undertaking ; that leſs 
Aſſiſtance is now required, than before, when the 
plan was firſt brought into effect; that the Found- 
ing is now growing into maturity,. and may, 
therefore, be left almoſt to itſelf. In ſhort, you 
may form, I know not What, unwarrantable con- 
zectures, all really proceeding from a moral indiſ- 


It is our duty, then, to meet whateyer may be 
oppoſite to the 1utereſts of the poor children, to 
combat your prejudices, to remonſtrate againſt 
your extravagances, which leave ſo little of your 
income for better purpoſes, to remove whatever 
falſe pleas may be urged for with- holding the uſual 
relief, to bring afreſh to your mind the very im» 
portant objects, which led you firſt to aſſiſt us, 
and, laſtly, to excite and revive, as far as the 
divine bleſſing ſhall proſper our endeavours, your 
declining zeal, x | : | bs 
Bur is this all, that it becomes us to do? Far 
from it. We muſt not forget what manner of 
perſons we profeſs to be. A Chriſtian Miniſter, 


ſtanding (as I do) before a Chriſtian congregation, 


ould, 


fs 3 


ſhould, and (if be know his office) will, be cop- 
cerned, not merely that they ſhould give, but 
that they ſhould give in a Chriſtian manner, and 
from Chriſtian principles. He- will be anxious, 
that they may reap the fruit of their own bounty, as 
well as the objects, for whom he ſolicits it. To 
this end he will remind them, in what way they 
muſt ſow, and will preſs upon them the | abſolute 
neceſſity of = keeping their hearts - under the go- 
vernment of the rules, - preſcribed for them. | 
- WERE we not, my a, to pay a principal 
attention to this branch of our duty, we 
be ſtrangely inconfiſtent with the character we 
ſuſtain; we ſhould degenerate into mere Heathen 
Teachers, inſtead of Pen the Ambaſſadors of 
Chriſt, and act the very baſe and dangerous part of 
Traitors to our Lord, and of Deceivets to vou. 
For woe be unto us, if we preach not the 
Goſpel, if we corrupt it with any falſe gloſſes and 
| interpretations. Bear with us then, when, in order 
to deliver our own ſouls as well as your's, we 
ſtrenuouſly infiſt on thoſe peculiar motives, which 
characterize our religion, when we demand them 
of you, as eſſential to your ſalvation, and aſſecti- 
onately intreat you, either to ſeek them with 
earneſtneſs, if you ate not rere of them, 
or, if poſlefled of them, to hold them ny" a 1 
very lite of your ſouls. 
The couſiderstion of the text will 
lead us to this mode of addreſs, and is well ada - 
to anſwer every good end, that e can pro 
ourſelves in the preſent diſcourſe. It Dl excite 
e ee . OO t 


wm . 0 


L w } 
I. In the firſt place, what is the nature of 
that  wzLL-DoING, mentioned by St. Paul. 
It will afford matter of correction, and inſtruction 
in righteouſneſs, whilſt we ſhew | 245 5 HR 
II. The need of this exhortation, ** not to be 

weary in well-doing.” And it will tend to animate 
and quicken the real Chriſlian, whilſt we ſet 

ore you | | 4 If 
III. Laſtly, what encouragement is given to 
perſeverance in well- doing; tor in due ſeaſon we 
5 ſhall reap, if we faint not.“ We cannot 
enlarge much on theſe various heads; but may the 
little, which ſhall be ſaid, prove a word in ſeaſon ! 
may it drop as the rain, and diſtil as the dew,” 
and anſwer all the gracious defigns of our God - 

of. mercy ! * 
I. Then, we enquire, what the WELL-DOING 
of our text is. And this is the more neceflary, 
as. many dangerous errors prevail concerning it. 
To obviate ſome of the moſt common miſtakes, 
may be of great uſe, . 54S 
It is not, then, mere almſgiving. This has, 
certainly, a very eminent place in the ſyſtem of 
Chriſtian Morality, but ſtill it forms only a part. 
Vet, alas! is it not too plain, that ſome reſt 
ſatisfied with it, as tho' it were the whole of the 
duty enjoined upon them? Are there not, who 
evidently build, upon this foundation, all their 
pretenſions to the eſteem of their fellow - Creatures, 
_ even to the favour of their Creator? ber 
ittle or no regard to any other precepts, whilſt 
they betray daily a Spirir of irreverence and pro- 
faneneſs towards God, and many wrong diſpoſitions 
towards man, they ſet ſo — a value 
4 on. 


"Me... =» 

on their occaſional acts of liberality, as to expect 
theſe will compenſate for all defects, and make 
atonement for all tranſgreſſions. Vain and pre- 
ſumptuous expectation, to which nothing, but the 
moſt 1 ignorance of all religion, could 

give birth | eee on 

Non does well-doing conſiſt in a more extenſive 
obſervance of moral duties, conſidered fimply in 
itſelf, and without any reference to higher motives. 
Prayer, public and private, a ſtrict to truth 
and honeſty, an uprightneſs of conduct, and ſpirit 
of benevolence are all neceſſary, but are not of 
themſelves ſufficient, to conſtitute a real excellence 
of character. They muſt proceed from a right 
habit of foul, from proper principles and diſpoſi- 
tions, in order to entitle men to “ the praiſe of 
ie them that do well.” How little is this | 
in the general eſtimate which is made of human 
actions! In the judgment of the world, falſe 
appearances eaſily paſs for realities; and even thoſe, 
who reaſon juſtly about other things, are often 
very ſuperficial and erroneous in their ſentiments 
upon Chriſtian morality. They either look not at 
all to the heart, or, at leaſt, ſeem not to be ſenſible 
of the importance of thoſe motives, which muſt 
lie at the root, as it were, of all good works, —of 
all _ fruit, which is acceptable and well pleaſing 
to : - "1 * 

Vaxovus, and but too ſucceſsful, are the moral 
impoſtures, whereby men deceive both themſelves 
and others. To purſue them all thro their ſubtle 
windings and intricacies, to detect and bring them 
- to light, as foes: to the beſt intereſts of mankind, 


a B 2 . would 


5 1 BR 
Loud be to bewilder myſelf in a labyrinth of 


perplexitis. ses. 
**PAs$ING by, then, every counterfeit ſhow of 
well-doing, I to declare what that is, 


which alone deſerves the name, and which only is. 
conſidered as ſuch, by the great Searchet of hearts: 
and this is, a courſe of right conduct formed 
upon Chriſtian principles. We all profeſs 
to be the diſciples of Chriſt. This ſuppoſes us to 
have-cordially received his truths, to be acquainted 
with his Character, to have ſubmitted ourſelves to 
| His rules, and tb. be actually experiencing the bleſ- 
of his ſalvation. ee 
Luar us ſee, then, what muſt be fome of the 
features of our life, with reſpect both to 
nelivient and practice. This appeats upon the 
very face of the Scriptures. + There we find the 
Moſt aecutate repreſentation both of our fallen eſtate = 
by hature, and of the recovery provided for us 
by grace. Did Chriſt come to fave ſinners, to 
« ſeek that which was loſt ?” Then was our fate 
moſt deplorable and alarming ; and, if we are alrea- 
dy partakers of his Redemption, we muſt have had a 
feeling conviction of our mw and danger; we 
Auſt have learnt the leſſon of ſelf-knowledpe, where 
alone it is taught, at the feet of Jeſus, and under 
the influences of his Spirit. Wala 
As Am, Is Chriſt ** the Lamb of God, that 
ie takerh away the fins of the world; the mighty 
_ Eonyuefor, that has ſubdued all our ſpiritual 
enennies? Here, then, upon his atonement and 
 Mftirics alone, we build all our hopes of delive- 
ranee, böth from the guilt and the power of fin, 
Does he tell us, that they who believe To 
22 40 
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te ſhall be ſaved ?” We conclude readily, with 

St. Paul, © that a man is juſtified by faith, with» 

& out the deeds of the law: And yet we learn 

from St. James to diſtinguiſh between a living and 
4 dead faith. | a 2:60 


Non are we at a lo&-to:know;:who-thiniouron-- 


whom we depend as our Redeemer, when we hear 
himſelf declate, that He and the Father ave 


& oe; and when we fee him introduced to us, 


by his beloved diſciple, as the eternal Worn,” 


in all the majeſty of the - Godhead. ——* God 


© manifeſt in thefleſh,” and offering himſelf unto us 


under a variety of gracious characters and relations, 
is ſuch a myſtery of condeſcending love, as engages 
equally our admiration and confidence; ſo glonous 


to the divine Author of it, that we are ſweetly 


conſtrained to | ſerve and to praiſe him; and ſo 


admirably and exactly adapted to our Caſe, that 


there appears to be nothing, in the whole ſyſtem-of 

Redemption, either unimportant or unneceflary,.no 

2 of the great work, which might with ſafety 
0 


mitted, no office, ſuſtained by our Lord, in 


which we do not gratefully receive him. $338 

Aud with regard to practical points, when we: 
read that we muſt *©* deny ourſelves, take up our 
& croſs, and follow our Lord; that we muſt 
cleanſe ourſelves from all filthineſs both of the 
* fleſh and ſpirit; that we muſt do all things to the 
„glory of God ;“ that the very intent of Chriſt's 
giving himſelf for us was to redeem us from 


** all iniquity, and to purify unto himſelf a pecu- 


«© Har people, zealous of good works; and that 


precious promiſes are given to us, whereby we 
may derive ſtrength for the performance of all theſe 


duties, 


8 


(14 ] 
duties, and a delight in them; it is our higheſt 
concern and moſt earneſt deſire to walk ſteadfaſtly 
in the path of theſe: commandments, and to this 
end we are unwearied in our applications for in- 
—— of ſpiritual aid, in otder that we 
may abound more and more in all the fruits of 
holineſs. To be thus minded, thus conformed to 
the word and will of God, is not only an evidence 
that we have part in the bleſſings of the Goſpel, 
but is itſelf alſo the prime and fundamental bleſſing, 
which the Goſpel is intended to convey ; I mean, 
the bleffing of turning us away from our 
© iniquities to the living God.” Delivered from 
the bondage of corruption, and brought into a 

_ ate of moral liberty, which conſiſts in a freedom 
from the love of fin and of the world, we are now 
no longer ſtrangers to the peace and joy of be- 
neving, to the ſacred comforts of a divine inter- 
courſe, and the hope full of immortality, already 
partaking of-the bliſs-of heaven. x ; 
Sven is the ſlight ſketch of our characters, pro- 

vided we be fincere in our profeſſion. Let us com- 
pare it with our lives, and ſee whether there be any 
reſemblance! A Chriſtian is one, who has the 
Spirit of Chriſt within him. The good principle, 
from which his well-doing proceeds, is the love of 
his Lord; and the extent of his well-doing com- 
prehends the whole law of God. He is not partial 
in his obſervances, preferring one precept to another, 
but yields a willing and univerſal obedience. Nor 
is this merely ſuperficial; for he is careful to have 
his heart right with God. He, therefore, watches 
againſt his inward fins, and allows not a bad mo- 
tive, any more than a bad action. 


Ir 
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Ir may not be unſuitable to the preſent occafiony . 
to inſtance this in the duty of almſgiving, eſpecially - 
as the Apoſtle ſeems to make a peculiar reference 
to it in our text. The true Chriſtian, then, con- 
tents not himſelf with being a ſteady friend to 
the poor, according to his ability, as tho? the bare 
act of relieving them were all that is required 
of him; but he is alſo concerned to adminiſter this 
relief from proper diſpoſitions. Theſe he would 
conſtantly maintain, as well as his charitable acts; 
and he wiſhes ever to give, not as ſeeking. any 
ſelfiſh end; not as forming the Prefumpruous 
expectation of thereby meriting any thing at God's 
hands, but as knowing himſelf to be only a. 
Steward; as deeply ſenſible, that he is utterly 
unworthy of any mercies, as defirous-to teſtify ſome - 
. ſenſe of his vaſt obligations to God; and (to ſum 
up all in one word) as doing it to Jeſus, and 
_ expreſſing his love to his dear Redeemer, in the 
way which. He has enjoined, _ Under theſe views 
and impreſſions, he regards not man, he-courts not 
the approbation of others by an oſtentatious diſplay 
of liberality, but he looks to his God alone, and 
brings his free-will offering with chearfulnefs. -/- .. 
From the above deſcription of genuine Chriſtia- 
nity, and of the influence which it has on every 
part of the conduct, judge ye, my Brethren, what 
ye know of it! but judge ſeriouſly and impartially, 
as in a matter of the Togheſt importance! Let 
conſcience do her. office, and bear a true witneſs - 
reſpecting you! Have you “ ſo learned Chriſt,” 
as to be really making him your “ all in all? 
or, are you ſtrangers to his worth, and do you 
pay him nothing more than the cuſtomary reverence 
Are of 


—— — — — 
— — 
= 
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161 
worſhippers ? Conſider your ſentiments! 
Tn vie ig > you view yourkives and kin 


ciples and practice! Are they 
1 44 the Ne Ca A Examine, what 


diſpoſitions you have brought with you to the 


duty before us. Are you led to contribute from 
Chriftian motives? or, does ſome very inferior, 


i not baſe, conſideration weigh with you? Mere 
natural compaſſion, perhaps, may conſtrain, or the 
pride of generoſity is to be gratified, or the horrid 
preſumption of expecting to purchaſe God's favour 
mey be harboured. Where this is the caſe, where 
there is reaſon to conclude that the power of 
Chriſtianity has not reached the foul, let not a man 
flatter: himſelf that he is among them that do 
% well,“ or that, like thoſe, he ſhall hear the ſen- 
tence of -divine app robation, in the great day of 
accounts. 

unleſs he ſeek the Saviourg whom hitherto he has 
meglected. And is not this the awful ſtate of many 
in this place? For (to omit others) what elle 
ran we poſſibly conclude reſpecting you, who, tho 
nich, are not rich unto God, who. lead-adiſe of 


- gaiety and ſelf-indulgence, being lovers of plea- 


£ Tues, more than lovers of God,” and whoſe 
wiſits are, not to the fick beds of the poor, but 


1 the giddy circles of faſhionable diſſipation /? 


we call you the followers. of the Holy 


telus, whoſe meat and drink was to do the will 
Non Eromn: that ſent him, who went about doing 


and left his people an example to follow 
22 ” the very firiking riking oppoſition of cha- 


5 * of you and Him would fully diſprove 
Vur aſſertions; 6 muſt at once 
3 appear, 


— 


Alas! — other will be his doom, 
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| an and the groſs flattery ee ben dd Gabe 
tradict itſelf. For are e 
* this world ?” Is not your conduct the condust 
of them, who“ have their portion in this life? 
04 then, think me not ““ your enemy becauſe F- 
< tell you the truth,“ neither think evil of the trum, 
Bm RET Theſe are no 
n 
Ga Chriſtianity, and the expreſs ſenti 
þ gong alter Do they ſeem ſevere ? — 
us, — blame not her; . 
heart, e : 
vicious ' inclinations. It is that, which makes you 
prone to object to, what you cannot refute, Relis 
is defigned for the correction of an evil nature, 
ut how can it obtain its end, unleſs admitted into 
the ſoul? If you obſtinately continue to reje&t it, 
and prefer the diſcaſe to the remedy, we can only 
lament the diſhonour you = to God, and the 


— 1 01 
es ves. 


. W nk and to fork that delight 
in well-doing, which you have — 
the grains ofthe fiſh übe 
ve dwelt more u An 

the ſubject is moſt important, — do 
it at my hands. Be alas it is not * 
underſtand clearly, what the nature of 
is. We may, nevertheleſs, Menne 
prove to turn from it. "Ku 1 21 81 
We proceed, then, to conſider | 
II. The need of the exhorttion in our ens, 
* let us not be weg in ell-doing* ih 


— 
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MAV is a def 
original reEtitude, and, of all the creatures which 


ſurround him, he alone has forgotten his proper 
part and duty. The planets move in their orbits; 
che moon is appointed for certain ſeaſons ; the 


<< funknoweth his going down; but man has, as 


it were, ſtarted from his ſphere, and counteracted 


the very end of his creation. Formed: for the 


Uneſs, he yet proſtitutes himfelf to mean, earthly 
ations, and, whilft he willingly follows the 


call of ſenſe and appetite, he is utterly averſe: to 


thofe ways, in which he ſhould walk. What, then, 
enn be expected from ſuch a creature, but either a 


continued eourſe of ill conduct, or, if he ſhould 


 Kiply be induced to change his manners, at leaſt a 
perpetual proneneſs to return to his old habits, 
and, in conſequence Of this, fr nent relapſes, 
much inconſiſtency of character, — 

kngth a total 


departure into his former ſtate? 


enfities may be counteracted and over-ruled ; 


but, When the reſtraint is withdrawn, they will 

prevail. It is no wonder, therefore, even 
in moral caſes, that the intemperate man often 
—— the” rules of temperance, which he may 
mae 
vigor of the moſt determined diligence, and that 
- Soverouſhicſs reſtruins the hand of the moſt approved 


| Hberalky; Much leſs, in ſpiritual things, are 


failures and miſcarriages ſurprizing. For here, 
ſomething more is aimed at, than the mere ſhew 


of well doing. Real advanees are made towards it; 


fo that fin takes the alarm, and exerts all its in- 
fluence to prevent any further progreſs. Hence it 
4 8 RS | 16 


1 
"> 
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creature. He has loſt his 


| ſivice of God, and the divine enjoyments of ho- 


y perhaps, at 


prefcriber himfelf 1 that Noth enervates the 


— 
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is that convictions ſo frequently terminate in 
indifference, and fail of their proper effect, and 
that the goodneſs of many is as a mornu 
c cloud, and, like the early deu, it goeth away. 
Indeed, this will ever be the caſe, where there is 
not grace. But hom great the injuſtice of con- 
cluding, as is commonly done, againſt all religion, 
becauſe ſome high pretenſions to it may come to 
nothing! You ought rather to lament the power 
of human depravity, than to think lightly of the 
Antidote provided for it. | ad as 
Non does the influence of an evil nature flop. 
here; it is felt alſo by the Chriſtian, and, tho" 
it cannot prevail to make him-utterly ceaſe from 
well-doing, it too often cauſes that wearineſs, againſt 
which the Apoſtle teſtifies in the text. Let not 
the character of the real Believer be miſtaken. |! 
He neither is, nor profeſſes himſelf to be, free 


from corruptions. He is not ſo ch: as to ha 
loſt his nature. On the contrary, 
moſt dangerous enemy be has to deal with; 


alone ſees its evil; he has frequent proofs of it | 
inveterate enmity. to God's ways; and therefore, 
{to uſe a ſcriptural ex * he groans under 
<* it, being burdened.” Others ſuffer. themſelves 
to be © borne away by their iniquities;” they flow 
down - the torrent, and what wonder, then, * 
they know not its ſtrength? But He reſiſts, 
ſets himſelf to oppoſe every n tendapey he 
denies bimſelf; and can he, then, be inſenſible of 
the powers, which are exerciſed. againſt hun? 
When Chriſtianity cames into the ſoul, it imme- 
diately cauſes a warfare. **-The fleſh luſteth 

< the ſpirit, Wr F ** 
” 1 2 
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is no reſt, no Intermiſſion ; and furely it is nat 
* that a ſoldier, ſo citeumftanced, ſhould 


grow weary. | 
From this general view of the matter, (for we 


cannot here enter into particulars) thoſe ſhould = 


learn to correct their notions of true religion, who 

have been uſed to look upon it, as conſiſting, only 

in a certain peculiarity of ſentiment; and thoſe 

ſhould learn to make allowances for the Chriſtian, 

who are prone to condemn him, as an hypocrite, 

if he, reg meg be guilty of any the leaſt devi- . 
rom 


ould the Chriſtian himſelf learn  - He mould 
learn, fituated' as he is, increaſing watchfulneſs 
and di iligence: he ſhould learn to ©© ſet God always 
before him,” to keep more cloſe to the fountain. 
whence he muſt draw all his ſupplies, and to hold 
= his principles ſteadfaſtly. For it is only, when 
hereby it of | them, when, in the ſenſe 
of his own helpleflneſs, he forgets © the belp which 
eis laid for him upon one that is Mienrx,“ that 
he feels much difficulty in maintaining his poſt, _ 
and following the commands of God. 
WI all have our work appointed to us; we have 
a race to run, a warfare to wage, enemies to con- 
que, and a courſe of well doing to perſevere in. 
Ah! then, what wretched triflers are wel Should 
r t, thus inactive, under the eye 
of our great er! He ſets us no ſuch exampie. 
2 known, have we not heard, that 
« the everlaſting God, the Lord, the Creator. of 
by the — o — earth fainteth not, —— is 
weary ? 4 He is good, and ever doing 
and the effect of his 5 


the path of uprightneſs. But what 
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in the preſervation of that world, which he hag 
formed, and in the * ſupport of the millions 


of his creatures. Do we turn our eyes to the work 
of Redemption, and conſider its divine Author? 


How arduous his purpoſe ! how aſtoni his 
undertaking! And —ͤ9 Sa Ad net Bk 
from it, He purſued: his aim, whilſt on earth, 
thro* the greateſt poſſible obſtructions, with the 
moſt ſteady magnanimity : he carried-it into exe» 
cution in his own perſon; he is ſtill daily carrying 
it on in his members, nor will he ceaſe from it, 
*till he has brought it to its promiſed and perfect 
fulneſs of completion, So that He might juſtly 
ſay to us, (as to the Jews of old) My Father 
* worketh hitherto, and I work.” „ 
Waar obvious inſtruction may you gather 
hence, as for other parts of your conduct, ſo elpe- 
cially for that, which becomes you on the 
occaſion !. If you are to be ** followers of God,” 
and of your Saviour, then muſt you proceed with 
the charitable undertaking, which you have 
You will not grow weary. of it, but will ce 
yourſelves bound to continue your. patronage and 
ſupport, and not to deceive the expectations, which. 
are formed of you. Indeed, there are no ſtronger 
claims in nature, than thoſe which may be 
in its behalf, For is it not your offspring, and 
it not, therefure, à right to your parental care and 
affection? Brought into exiſtence under your au- 
ſpices, and preſerved hitherto in that exiſtence by 
your ering hands, it naturally looks to you for 
the ſupply of all its wants; and conſcious of no 
unworthineſs, whereby your has been 
forfeited, it makes increaſing de upon you, 


[ * ] 
| _ i being, either rejected ay 
| unreaſonable, or complained of as encroachments 
| on your kindneſs, Wonder not that its neceſſities 
| are greater, than at firſt they were, -and that at this 
time it ſolicits peculiar aſſiſtance. The reaſon will 
at once appear, if only the preſent ſtate of the 
- Taſtitation adverted to.“ You all, probably 
know, what it was in its rife, before it engaged fo 
28 notice, and from what flender beginnings it 
grown gradually into its preſent form and 
_ > enlargement. The erection of the building, and 
repeated additions to the numbers of children, were 
Reps which could not have been taken, but in 

C uence of the very liberal encouragements, 
which have been from time to time afforded. Yet 
great as the encouragements have been, they 
have not entirely equalled the expences in- 
curred, -efpecially by building. Nor let this. be 
_ objected to, as an act of imprudence. A defire to 
extend their plan of uſefulneſs, and to place it 
upon the moſt reſpectable and permanent footing, 
were amongſt other inducements that led the Patrons 
of the Charity to raiſe an Edifice, which is entirely 
. adapted to carry on their benevolent defign. In- 
2 the health of the children ſeemed to require 
niche convenience of the Teachers has beer 
| 3 conſulted, and the attention of the public 

ore 


— Such a variety of important ob- 
jets drew forth (as might be expected) their moſt 
ative exertions ; and if, in the purſuit of them, 
they may appear to have indulged ſomewhat of an 
* See more particular Account in the Appendix. ©— 
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ſtances, juſſifiable. They doubt not, that their 


proceeding approves itſelf to this aſſembly, and 
that, in the contributions of the preſent day, regatd 
will be had to the deficiency already noticed; | 

WII carry, then, our arrears and our - poverty 
to you; having no other fund, from which we 
can be ſupplied, than your Iiberality, we call upon 
you to ſhew, that we have not ventured too. far 
upon the confidence — our aid; and we intreat 


— — duch n Rate a of caters; rele 


hot the work of your own hands! Nes 
Ix order to prevail upon you the more efſctually | 
to comply with our requeſt, we obſerve 
III. Laſtly, what encouragement is given to 
nce in well-doing; for in doe __ 
«© we ſhall reap, if we faint not.” 
Ann you a Chriſtian, and ** wing uo be 
Spirit?“ - Rejoice, then, in the glorious har- 
veſt promiſed you! Amidſt all your trials and 
troubles, difficulties and perplexities, keep your 
eye fixed upon the end, and © have oped unta 
v the recompence of the reward.“ Only forget ; 
not, that this made eee | 
that the obedience, which you are now. — 
thro' your Lord to perform, however 
cannot merit ĩt; but, for Redemption with all the 
bleſſings included in it, you are indebted to the 
free and unſolicited -favour of your God, and to the 
gracious undertaking of his beloved Son: 4 — 
**-look for the _ borne fan ” [7 
F unto eternal SR? 7 
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Tui reaſon of that ſpiritual. wearineſs, which 


vou too often experience, has been already af- 
figned. The way to overcome it, is plain. For 
ſurely,' you cannot allow yourſelf in it, when you 
conſider what: you ſhall reap in eternity. To 
ee Chriſt, as he is, to be made like unto him, 
to dwell for ever in his preſence, and in the enjoy - 


ment of God ——theſe, theſe are proſpects, 


which fill the foul with a hope full of immorta- 
« lity,” and which, in proportion as they are 
realized, cannot but animate the Believer both to 


do, and to ſuffer, the Lord's Will with chearful- 
neſs. Do you expect to hear that bleſſed 


ſentence, - well done, thau good and faithful 
6 ſervant?” It follows, then, that you ſtudy to 
approve yourſelf ſu en. 555 
Anz you an heir of the heavenly -kingdom ? 
You cannot keep this in mind, without fearing to 
di your 15 * character. Is a crown of 
ighteouſneſs laid up for you? In the view of 
this, you will be quickened to“ fight the good 
« fight of faith.“ Afflictions will fit eaſy, if you 


- look to © the glory which | ſhall be revealed :” 


und vou will not decline in your labour of love,” 
whatever be the temptation which would draw you 

from it, whilſt you are ſetting before you that 

ſeaſonable and happy reſt, which remaineth.” 

But till you have need . that, after 
% you have done the will God, you might 
« receive the promiſe ;** and your character is 
of thoſe, who, by patient continuance in wel- 
doing, ſeek for glory, honour, ' and immor- 
* tality.” Wait, then, the Lord's time, but wait 


_—_— 


S 
i, his ways. His time ſhall be found to 


beſt; and in due ſeaſonꝰ He will appear 
you, and receive you to himſelf. 
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tian to abound in good works. Nor need he: 
from futurity alone all his arguments for an 
diligence; ſince he will reap here, as well 
hereafter, the advantages of it. The time will not 
allow us either to mention them all, or to 
upon any of them particularly. \Suffice. it 


to. obſerve, that, with reſpec to himſelf, be will 


obtain thereby a more evidence of the 
reality of his faith, a greater meaſure of ſpiritual 
Proſperity, and an increafing delight in doing good; 
and that, with reſpect ta others, ha will probably 
de the happy ioſrument of extenfive: good in his 


eration. Happy ſurely is the man, that is 


? tin ſuch. a caſe.; yea, bleſſed are they, who have 


& the Lord for their God:; and who, under the 
conſtraining influence of Chciſt's love, are careful 
to maintain good works, and enabled with well 


doing W man _— 


3 
c men! 


Woord to God, my Brethren, ms 


takers of this blefleineſs! But ah] do not many 


«<. ſow to the fleſh, and will they not reap in a 


very diſferent manner? We muſt warn ſuch not 
to expect any other than . corruption. God will 
deal with them according to their own principles. 
Their aims are ſelfiſn and worldly, and they :ſhall 
reap accordingly. Do they exert their diligence in 
things? Nothing beyond temporal 
ſhall be the effect. Do they 
 theit 6 be Ow: of men? W have 
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obtain. Is the of ſociety their grand and 
ultimate object 0 al er laudable undertakings ? 
1 approve, and they ſhall be honoured 
Citizens: but the approbation of God is 
22 ns.: This they do not look for; 
and how, then, can they, with any Juſtice, com- 
| _ if they ſhould. mils of it? 
Ir ſeemed my duty thus to tate the caſe plainly 
you, that you may all ſee, according to 
your reſpective characters, what fruits you may 
expect from your conduct. It remains only for me 
to ſhew, that, whatever be your views and princh 
ples in doing good, this Charity, to which I call 
you to contribute, cannot but anſwer your defigns, 
and, therefore, moſt ſtrongly recommends itſelf 
to your warmeſt encouragement, 
' ALL, however they may differ in other reſpedts; 
agree at leaſt in this, this to relieve the poor is a 
duty of much importance; and that the beſt mode 
of relief is that, which ſhall correct their immora- 
ities, and inſtruct their ignorance, whilſt at the 
ſame time it provides for their bodily neceſſities. 
The s alſo of religious educatiom are 
allowed, tho* (we fear) but little un- 
de To enlarge on theſe topics in the t 
, when they ſeem to be univerſally acknow- 
4 „ and when Charity-Schools and Sunday-Schools 
are. eftabliſhed in almoſt every place, would be to 
purſue an argument, which has already deen 
exhauſted. £ 


Lr us apply, then, what has been ſaid, to 
Ta dr Fe of 


the inſtitution before us 
religious inſtruction — good feed has 


— 


already 
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already ſown. The principles of the Chriſtian Relis 
ion are explained and inculcated, not (as ſome 


and wich a view to ſupport a favomite ſyſtem, 
boneſtiy and conſcientiouſly, as in the fight of God, 


ve preſumed) in a partial and diſingenuous way, 
but f 


and with a defire td deliver his ſacred truth 


in their undiſguiſed fimplieity and obvious im- 
port. The intereſts of Morality are alſo very 


carefully conſulted; nor is there any room to object, 


that, in an attention to doctrine, practice, the 
. which religion leads, is overlooked. 

t is indeed principally reſpected in this ſchool; for 
ſcriptural knowledge is cultivated with no other 
deſign, than to draw from it thoſe: various motives, 
which are eſſential to all true well- doing; and the 
motives, thus derived, are urged forcibly upon the 
conſcience, and commended to the heart: ſo that 
morality, inſtead of being ſeparated from Chtiſtia- 


Hity, is built upon it, as upon its proper baſis, and 


has a far greater probability of ſucceſs, than mere 
philoſophy could give it. T with this 
regard to manners, which are certainly the firſt 
object in forming a good citizen, regard is alſo had 
to ſuch endowments and qualifications, as may be 
of general uſe for the purpoſes of buſmeſs, and 


great pains are beſtowed on the cultivation of the 


underſtanding, in thofe more common attainments, 
which ſuit a low ſtation. We ſhould omit to men- 
tion the cloathing, which is provided, as being a 
very inferior confideration, were it not the chief 
article of expence, tho' the leaſt of importance. 
Wan Ar, then, we expect to teap? This 
is an enquiry, which the ſower very naturally makes, 
which you, „ propoſe ; and furely 
* n 
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the anſwer will be to your ſatisfaction. Are yu 
concerned for the ſouls of the children? Then it 
muſt be matter of joy to you, to ſee them trained 
up in the fear of God, and brought into an ac- 
quaintance with his word, which is able to make 
te them wiſe unto ſal vation. Vou may form the 
reaſonable and delightful expectation, that, in ſup- 
porting this charity, you ſhall gather fruit unto 
eternal life.” And what a proſpect is this! How 
noble, how animating ! It was to ſave ſouls, that 
Chriſt deſcended from heaven, that the Apoſtles 
ſuſtained the perſecutions of an oppoſing world; 
and wherein confiſts either yaur reſemblance to 
Him; or your / imitation of them, if you grudge 
your moſt liberal ſupport to a cauſe, in which ſo 
much has been already done and ſuffered 
Are you: defirous, that the children ſhould become 
Worthy. members of our Church? Such, with the 
divine blefling, they will be; for they will have 
no other principles enforced upon them, than 
what ſhe teaches. s it your object, that they 
ſhould prove uſeful members of ſociety ? What 
way ſo likely to effect this, as to prevent early 
-habits-:of idleneſs, which many of them would 
otherwiſe contract. to qualify them for a better 
and more- ſkilful diſcharge of their past in liſe, 
| than could poſſibly be expected from them, were 
they to remain in a ſtate of total ignorance,—and 
to impreſs them with a deep ſenſe of the moral 
obligations, which lie upon them? But what 
moral obligations will they attend to, if they be 
left wholly under the influence of thoſe bad ex- 
.amiples; which they obſerve around them, not only 
in thoſe of their own age and ſituation, but (alas, 
. ” : may 


. KW: 2 
we not add), too frequently, in their parents 


enn hide 4 et et dads 
. Tas, preſent very corrupt ſtate of the poor :is 
truly alarming, and the more ſo, ſince, from the 
natural courſe of things, W N is to be expected 
but an increaſe of depravity. It is confeſſed that 
he Legiſlature actiyely oppoſes. itſelf to the gromw- 
ing evil. But What is 25 effect? What does 
it, with all the exertions of its Magiſtracy, all the 
neceſſary ſeverities of its penal infſictions? It may 
indeed diſmember ſociety, in order to preſerve its 
intereſts; it may depopulate, in order to purify 
ur country. Yet, this remedy, bow, deſperate, 
ow little preferable to the diſeaſe! To ſee Juſtice 
(as we have long ſeen her) unſheathing the ſword 
of vengeance againſt multitudes of our fellow- 
Citizens, dealing deaths. around, and. deſtroying 
almoſt as largely as war itſelf does, is a ſcene truly 
„ But when we further obſerve, .. that 
theſe *©* deſtructions are not come to an end; that, 
tho* offenders, are cut off, offences ſtill. abound ; 
that m outrages and enormities, however purſued 
and puniſhed, ſeem evidently to be gaining ground 
upon us, and to be multiplied by the very means, 
taken to ſuppreſs them ; and, in ſhort, that the de- 
terminate oppoſition, made to tranigreflors, only 
ſetyes to. increaſe their numbers and audacity, as 
tho? it were a point of honour. among them to 
become Martyrs in the cauſe of villainy, and a 
piece of profligate heroiſm to ruſh upon certain 
death ;—what, I ſay, ſhould the obſervation. of 
 theſe- melancholy facts produce in us, but the 
ſtrongeſt emotions of compaſſion and fear, indigna- 
tion and zeal ? If there be any benevolence towards 
ns 4 © N man, 


\ 
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man; any regard to God, any abhotrence of fin, 
and defire to reſtrain it, nay, any common concern 
for our perſonal ſafety, who. amongſt us can be an 
mdifferent ſpectator of theſe awful ſcenes, which 
too 'plaiily indicate that we are haftening to fill 
up the meaſure of our national iniquities ??, Who 

| us does not anxiouſly enquire, what may 
be done, at fo dangerous a crifis, to ſecure our per- 
fons and property from the hand of lawleſs rapine 
and wanton cruelty, and (which is of far greater 
moment) to put a b ſuch crying provocations 
of divine vengeance? Where is the man, who 
can look upon theſe things with a cold and diſtant 
kind of concern, who ſees no neceffity for any 
endeavours of reformation, and feels no deſire to 
Join in them? | . d Rn di CE AHN; 

- Brzs$ZD be God, that a different ſpirit is gone 
forth into moſt parts of the kingdom, that a general 
alarm has been excited, and, in conſequence of 
this alarm, the preſent plan of religious inſtruction 
has fo greatly obtained. It is am event of the firſt 
importance, which, tho' it may make no fplendid 
figure in the annals of our nation, will ever be con- 
ſidered by all, who ſeriouſly examine it, as the 
happieſt in its defign and tendeney, and the moſt 
honourable to the age, in which we live. That 
ſuch is the light, in which it now appears to men 
of thought and reflexion, nay, even to the more 
common obſerver, may be eafily collected from that 
public approbation and patronage; into which an 
attention to the children of the poor. is received. 
. Wiſdom and piety have come to the aid of the 

Legiſlature; and whilſt the former has been en- 


| paged 


a] 
| paged in planning. the moſt judicious mode of 
attack upon ym he latter aſſiſts readih 7 bum D 
imo eſſect, and canſoles herſelf, for the 
rod coin of che preſent 2 with the dlz ta 

22 proſpect of a better generatiob. 

1s there no cure of moe immediate efficacy 

, Can nothing be one for: them, who 
are already gr 8 up in Vicbedne Here indeed 
a ſeyerer diſcipline is required, and it is to be wiſbed, 
that this may be as general as the milder one of an 
early education. For were thoſe leſſer immoralities, 

to which the law extends, . diligently: ſearched 
priory and brought under the ce 
the Magiſtrate ; was fin thus reſiſted in its very ſirſt 
fallies of open proſſigacy, whilſt» yet 2 ol 
ſhame” and difmay, it would, probably, "ſhrink 
abaſhed from the ic eye, and its further progreſs 
would be effectually ſtopped. The offender. would, 
in many inſtances, reform his conduct, and become 
a regular Citizen ; whereas impunity ſerves ouly t 
confirm and encourage wickedneh,. and to ripen the 
victim for the ſtroke of Juſtice. See, then, ano» 
ther way, wherein the humanity of the age may 
ſhew irfelf | If it be no leſs an object to remedy 
preſent, than to prevent future - evils, (and who 
does not perceive. 515 the teaſons, which operate to 
the one effect, operate ſtill more foreibly towards 
the other?) 'Sin miſt be whe of in its advanced, 
a8 Well as infant ſtate, and muſt ſuffer puniſhment, 

where it _ not yield to inſtruction. This is no 

time for a partial reformation. Be it univerſal; 


it exerted of iniquity, 
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I ay that when our God viſts, be vil vift, in 


rather than in judgment. 

I need make no —2 5 a digreſſion to which 
my ſubject —U — 
—— it, provided you are properly affected 
by the melancholy, yet faithful, acoount, Which 
has been given, of our corrupt populace. But I 
had ſome further deſigu in it, tian merely to gratify 
our common feelings. It will ſerve to better pur- 
poſe, if it tend to animate them, who have influ- 
ente amongſt us, to watch over the manners of this 


er — to exert TE for oh es A of 
7 27 wo £1 g | ; 1 10 3 
© * Ih 8 e thele dere it - ſpoken!) theſe 
ton(iderations have already bad their proper influence: Soci- 
eties have been formed, tor the expreſs purpoſe of reſtrain- 
ing vice and profaneneſs, and the 787 Icthabicants have 
united their moſt vigorous ex 8, to bring under the 


_ -animadyerſion of the —— rhoſe criminal practices, 


hich the Law, condemns.— One ef e. of this excel- 
. ſcheme is, that the difficulty of etecting offenders i: 
ened, and the unjuſt cenſure, uſually affixed to'an ative 
tion of them, removed. The importance of ſuch an 
effect will be readily - acknowledged by them, who have 
obſerved the too common complexon even of pious men: 
how vnwilling they are to do that ſpecies of good, which 
quis exertions, (eſpecially, when theſe are to be made in 
A © Oy painful to themſelves, invidious to the perſons whoſe 
benefit they ſeek, add obnoxious to many wrong imputations) 
and how far that We re to the ſuppreſſion of 
their zeal,—Many other good conſequences might enume- 
rated; but we need not Ln op Reute, when we can 
appeal to matter of * The advantages of the Jun as 
already appear in thoſe; places, where it hath tained, 
— the ſtrongeſt recommendation of it. Wales hen is it 
ſo Intle adopted? What means that g of 
concern about the manbers of the poor, f. 2 me time, 
uch an cfteQual method of correcting them be ates 


d their country at heart, and who 
voice of their God and of their Sovereign,% which 
equally call them to the duty, we would re- 
commend. TT 7 12 

ANnoTagR uſe of this digreſſion may beg to 
convince who ſee not the importance ot 
educating the children of the poor, that there now 
exiſts a moſt preſfirg neceſſity for ſuch a meaſure ; 
and it may likewiſe ſhew you, who are welk-dif| 
towards us, that, in contributing to our School, 
you do not merely promote the — a 
few individuals, but that you may con your= 
ſelves as embarked in a public cauſe, wherein you 


Apd bow incoufifient is it with that humanity, far which aw 


value ourſelves, to ſuffer tran to proceed unmolefted 


in their evil courſes, till the law take izance of them, 
not in the way of ſalutary diſcipline reſtraint, but of 
oe parry ved pan oa Bags, 
an example may | ourſelves, 4 
a fimilar nom of power and influence may take place here, 
for the ſame purpoſes? It were needleſs ſurely to obſerve, 
that the o nces, which we may ſee committed daily 
againſt the law of God and the Land, not anly juſtify, but even 
demand, the expedient That it may not be rej ; 
as new and unprecedented, the reader is referred to a late excel- 
lent publication, I account of the Societies for the 
Reformation of Manners in the laſt Century, 
copy of the rules entered into by the Huddersfic 


t, which deſerves an atteptive a be 
Sn with this Sermon, at the — rolegg wal xr the 
arity School, in Leicefter, Price 6d. 7 


, 


» The King's late proclamation is here alluded to, d 


that this has not been ifſued out as a mere matter of form, or 


thing, is evident from the letters ſent by 


er with a 


ly a 
the becretary State to the Sheriffs of the different Countlies: 
57 [529 E191 RK F 
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have the- concurrence and approbation of almolh an 
the reſpectable characters in the whole nation. And 
will not your zeal be quickened, and your concern 
for the intereſts of morality increaſed, when you 
ſee, that you are joining in a general endeavour, to 
aſhSthe Legiſlature, preſerve the Kingdom from 
unter ruin, and avert the divine wrath, whilſt, at 

the ſame time, you take the beſt means to plant a 

good — around yourſelves, which may 

ultimately conduce much to your own comfort 
and ſecurit / 

Ir were endleſs to recount all the probable bene- 
fits af the inſtitution before us. But let it be 
remembered, that they are not of ſuch a nature, 
that they will at once ſhew themſelves, in the higheſt 

degtee. They are not ſuch, as make a great 
de, and than paſs away; but they are laſting ; 

y will increaſe gradually, and be more and more 
extenſively felt, as the objects of your bounty come 
into active life, and fill up their reſpective relations 

—— Thus in due ſeaſon you will reap'“ 

fruits of your liberality. This, however, will 
he,” if you faint not,” in conſequence of the 
' wearinefi already conſidered ; if you caſt not off 
your Fare of us. | gk | 
- #Bz#noLD, the huſbandman waiteth for the pre- 
« cious fruit of the earth, and bath long patience 
for it, until he receive the early and latter rain.“ 
With what advantage may this example be urged 
upon you, ſhould, your impatience make it necet- 
 fary, or ſhould any of you be diſcou in this 
work of charity, from having formed ſanguine 
expectations, which are not yet fully. anſwered ! _ 
For if He commit the ſeed to the ground, in a 1 
OY . ' dependence. 


— 35 J 


dependence upon the God of Providence to reſtore 
it to him with an abundant increaſe, does it not alſo 
become you to go and do Rkewiſe ? q, 
ſhould ſow in hope, and ſpare no labour, —-no prayers 

for the divine bleſſing on your labour; eſpecially 
when you reflect u the vaſt difference of the 
objects. For if the fruit of the earth be pre- 
© cious,” how much more precious that, to which 
"you have reſpect! Eſtimate the worth of one foul, 
or the evil of one ſin ; trace the bad effects of one 
finful action, thro* all the long train of its poſſible 
conſequences, as it may affect not only the indivi- 
dual himſelf, but his connections alſo, and ſociety 
at large; and when you can do this, you wilt have 
ſome adequate conception of the importance of 
religious inſtruction.— Surely, then, nothing more 
need be added to the advantages above deſcribed, to 
ſecure the continuance, nay, the increaſe of your 
benefactions. 

Bor let God ariſe, and plead his own cauſe ! 
To him has this inſtitution been dedicated'z pn 
him, -as its great ſupport, does it d and 
O! chat he may now open all your hearts, both to 
give liberally on this occaſion, and alſo to receive 
at his hands the unſpeakable gift of his love, Jeſus 

Chriſt the righteous; To whom, with himſelf and 
and the Holy Spirit, he aſcribed equal. honour, 
Praiſe, and adoration, world without end | AMEN. 
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1 1790, ſeveral of the inhabitants of St. MA- : 
RY's Pariſh, LEictsTes; lamenting the extremely 
- corfupt ſtate of their poor; and deſirous to check the 
. ancreaſe of this dangerous evil, opened a ſubſcription to 
the religious education. of the poor children. 

e propoſal was generally approved; many reſpectable | 

- Perſons immediately gave in their names, as Subſcribers : : : 
2 Schoolmaſter, of good character and abilities, was 

pm was opened, in a houſe. hired 

or tne . 

Inc every ſucceeding year the Subſcriptions have been 
83 increaſing, and, in proportion to this increaſe, 
e School has received various degrees of enlargement. 
At the firſt opening, fifty children were admitted; and, 
in the year following, five more were added to the 


ber, 
N | Tur 


and is found to 


. 

Tux cloathing of the children formed no part of the 
original plan. But, in the year 1781, it was tho 
that a plain uniform for the children would render thi 
Charity more reſpectable, and be a conſiderable. relief 
to the indigent parents, An additional Subſcription was, 
therefore, ſet on foot for this purpoſe; and the children 
have been accordingly cloathed, in the moſt frugal 
manner, every Eaſter. 


Maxx inconveniencies were found to ariſe from the 
cloſeneſs of the room, in which the School was tau 
for four years. It was prejudicial to the health both of the 
children and the teachers; nor was it poſſible, in ſuch 
2 ſituation, to carry this charity to any further extent. 
In the year 1784, therefore, it was propoſed to erect 2 
building, entirely adapted to the purpoſes of the ſchool, 
which might give opportunity for the further enlarge- 
ment of it, place it upon 2 more permanent founda- 
tion. The plan was laid before the public, and has 
been ſupported in the moſt liberal manner. 3 
As piece of ground was purchaſed, in the centre of the 
| pariſh, not far from the Church, and in a retired, ai 
ſituation : In 1785» the propoſed building was ied. | 
moſt convenient for the a. Ir 
contains two ſeparate Schools, and a houſe ſor the + 
Teachers. This has enabled the Governors to add 
- conſiderably to the number of the Scholars, tho gpe 
without an increaſe of their annual expences, in con- 
fidence of continued ſupport from the liberality of the 
public. In 1786, a Miſtreſs was appointed for the 
man nt of the upper School, in which the Girls 
are — and for the expreſs purpoſe of inſtructing 
them in plain needle-work ; and, upon this appoint» 
ment, TwENTY-FIVE additional ſcholars were admitted, 
ſo that not leſs than E1GH4Ty are now. taught in this 
- Seminary. . a | 
Tux building, tho' moſt convenient, has, erected 
upon the moſt frugal plan, as the finances of the Charity 
required. But it has lately received a conſiderable | 
ornament, two elegant Figures being placed in ur 


iT: 


dver the entrance in the front of the building, for which 
the Charity is indebted to two liberal BenefaQors 
in London.“ | | $57 
To render the ſituation more healthful, two tene> 

in the front of the School, have been pulled 
down, and the ground much improved and laid out in 
= pleaſing manner. This has increaſed the expence, 
but has given general ſatisfaction. = 


| of the School is veſted, by deed of 
truſt, in ſixteen Gentlemen, inhabitants of the Pariſh, 
and the deed was enrolled in His Majeſty's High-Court 
of Chancery, Auguſt 1, 19785, Bp 
. I will not be wondered at, that a large expence has 
been incurred; ſome what exceeding. the benefactions 
which have been received. A debt of nearly 100l. was 
eontracted, to finiſh' the deſign; but, by the liberal 
collection made at the preaching of this ſermon, the 
debt has been. conſiderably leſſened; nor is it doubted, 
but that, by the kind exertions of the friends of this 
—_— the whole will be ſoon diſcharged, and that 
the inſtitution will continue to be ſupported, upon the 
moſt extenſive plan. | * 
H xxx, then, it is propoſed to receive the children of 
the poor, and to ſupply in their education, what their 
parents either cannot, or will not, give them. The 
-- Wand defign is, not to teach them what is unſuitable to 
their ſituation, or to take them out of their proper 
ſphere, but to fit them for acting their part well, in 
that line of life, in which they are placed; and this too, 
with a particular regard to their eternal exiſtence, which 
they are here taught to prepare for ; as much pains are 
taken to inſtil into their minds the principles of our 
holy religion, from a defire to have them good Chriſ- 
tians, as well as good Citizens. 
THe Boys are taught reading, writing, and the four 
firſt rules of Arithmetic. The Girls are inſtructed in 
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reading and ſewing ; they make the Boys ſhirts, their 


own, ſhifts, caps, tippets, aprons, &c, and any other 
plain work, for the benefit of the Charity: and they are 
all regularly catechiſed by the Miniſter, as well as by 
the 'Teacher:, _ ; | 

ALL things neceſſary for their education ace provided 
for them; nor are their Parents put to any expence 
for fire, books, paper, pens, ink, &c; and each child, 
upon. its diſmiffion. from the School, is prefented with a 
Bible and a Prayer-baok. 3 

THE government of this Charity is in the hands of all 
the annual Subſcribers, who,” if they chuſe it, have 
alſo the power of nominating a Scholar, in their turn, 
for each Tubſcriptien of half a Guinea per Ann 
and ſo on in proportion. A monthly Committee is 
at the School, at eleven o'clock. in the forenoon of the firſt 
monday in every month, for the examination of the con- 
duct of the Scholars, and for the filling up of any vacancies, 
which may be made. On Eaſter- Sunday the children 
#ppear in their new cloaths; when a Sermon is preach- 
eds, anda collection made for the benefit of this inſti- 
tution. On Eaſter-Tueſday, in the forenoon, a 
meeting of all the Subſcribers is held, the ftate and 
management of the School are enquired into, the ac- 
counts for the year are paſſed, and any neceſlary regu- 
lations made. | 
Ir were eaſy to point out the great need and vaſt 
probable advantages of this Charity ; one proof of which 
miſt be obſerved, viz. the multitude of applications, 
which are made, and the great importunity, which is 
uſed by the poor, to obtain admiſſion for their children. 

he Governors have from time to time, with great 

leaſure, obſerved the good diſcipline maintained in the 
School, and the improvement of the Scholars in their 
learning; and they hope that the benefits of this 
inſtitution, while they are felt by the poor, will be ſo _ 
manifeſt, as to recommend it to general notice and 


approbation, 


A general abſtract of the Accounts from the open- 
_ Ing of the School, Oct. 2, 1780 to Eaſter, 1787, 
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actions 

eneral deſign 
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ColleRions at the 


0 
452 13 © 
Church from nine 
Charity Sermons 
Part of the Collec- 
tions at the Sa- 
cerament for the 
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| of the 


PAYMENTS. 


| The Maſter's Sala- 


at 251, per 

3 J. s. 4 
and a half — 162 10 
Rent of 3 

and a 22 10 
Gralatiee to the f 
Teachers — 18 18 
Miſtreſs for the vp- : 
per School at 38. 
1 8 11 

paper, ink 
ages plating, and 
advertifing — 
Deſks, forms, &c. 
Coals and 
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4 4 
8 15 
231 1 


4 3 
For the NEW BUILDING. 
The erection of 
the ſchool and 
houſe, the im - 
provement of the 
ound, various 
terations, furni- Th 
ture," Ge. e. 444 19 44 
| Purchaſe of the | 
roun — 3 
archaſe of two i 
renements, and of 
the leaſe 'of the 
garden in the 
ront of the ſchool 57 
Balance in the 
Treaſurer's hands, 
for the expences 
e preſent 


_ 23 0 
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Form of leaving a LEGACY to the 


CHARITY-SCHOOL 


EP 


* | give and bequeath unto A. B. and C. D. 
upon truft, that 
0 jo N. fame to the Treaſurer of a Society, who 
themſelves *© The Truſtees and Governors of 
« the — School of St. Mary's, 2 
which ſum I charge on perſonal eff ag lr 
defire it may be applied to the _— 3 the 
ſaid School, ol, for which, on payment, the 


receipt ſeal be a ſufficient diſcharge.” 


No children can be admitted into this School under 

SEVEN years old; nor can any be continued in it, who 

are 1 regular in their attendance, and orderly in their 
conduct, 
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